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Common methods to estimate completeness
of cancer registration
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Method used in the present study: “FLOW” method
(Firstly used at Thames Cancer Registry (UK) in 1995*)
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“FLOW” method
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The function s(t)
time
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The function u(t)
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The function m(t)
time
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5-year estimate of completeness plus proportion 'lost'
time
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Set of Graphs provided by completeness programs
(Ex.: Ticino, All cancer sites, both sexes)
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5-year estimate of completeness plus proportion 'lost'
time

 complete
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Completeness of cancer registration
(Ex.: Geneva, leukemias, both sexes)
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The Association of Swiss Cancer Registries (ASRT/VSKR)



Analysed data
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Completeness of Cancer Registration in Switzerland
(1996-2000)



5-year completeness estimate
All cancer sites (but C44) by sex – All registries combined
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5-year completeness estimate 
All cancer sites (but C44) – By registry
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Percentiles of time (days) lagging between
diagnosis and registration (1996-2000)
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5-year completeness estimate 
Respiratory system tumours (C30-C39) – By registry
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5-year completeness estimate 
Female tumours (C50-C58) – By registry
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5-year completeness estimate 
Male tumours (C60-C63) – By registry
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5-year completeness estimate 
Haematolymphopoietic system (C81-C96) – By registry
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Discussion about method: main requirements 
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Discussion about results
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Conclusion
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